EVERY PARENT AN EDUCATOR

OUR THRIVING HIVE
A Guide For Those Starting in Home Education in England

The Journey Begins Now!
The fact that you are reading this document means that you are either considering or
have decided to embark on a very brave, counter-cultural journey. It will be one filled with faith
and doubt, joys and tears. But it will also be a rich time that bears much fruit in the life of your
child and your family- a deepening of relationships, curiosity, questions, play, discovery, and
more. This document contains the process (in a nutshell) of getting started in home education
in the UK. Please note that most links and templates are specific to England, so you may have
to dig a little deeper if you live in other parts of the UK. My hope is that you take this
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framework and you make it your own. Everyone will have a bit of a different philosophy about
education, opinions about how much contact they would like to have with their Local Authority,
etc. My hope is that you will quickly connect with a home-ed group local to you and find that
you are far from being alone in this journey! Please make sure not reproduce any of this
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content without my permission. Thanks!

@ourthrivinghivelondon
THE CHECKLIST
1. Know your stuff- rights and resources (P. 2)
2. Send De-Registration Letter (p.3-4)
3. Write out your philosophy of Education and how you plan to implement it. (p.5-7)

4. Link up with other local Homeschool families virtually on places like Facebook and physically at meetups and various homeschool conferences or festivals.
5. Look at your budget (money and time) and decide on any educational materials, resources, and
experiences you’d like to invest in (curriculum, games, blocks, manipulatives, courses, field trips, partnering
with other families, etc.)
6. Start a Facebook page or Evernote account (or some other method) to document what your child is doing
through notes and photos.
7. If contacted by Local Authority, send letter (Like the one on p. 7). You may also choose to include
information like your educational philosophy, plan/schedule, photos/documentation of activities and
lessons your children are involved in, etc. You have the right to politely decline a home-visit if they offer.
Basically you are showing that your child's physical, social, emotional, mental, and educational needs are
being met.
8. Continually evaluate the needs and interests of your child and adjust learning accordingly!

"The fact is that given the challenges we face, education doesn’t
need to be reformed — it needs to be transformed."
-Sir Ken Robinson
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KNOW YOUR STUFF- RIGHTS AND RESOURCES

Department for Ed England Guidance for Elective Home Education:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_da
ta/file/791528/EHE_guidance_for_parentsafterconsultationv2.2.pdf
Home Education UK website:
http://home-education.org.uk/
Education Otherwise Website:
https://www.educationotherwise.org/

FILMS
Created by: Jeremy Stuart (jeremystuart.myportfolio.com)

Self-Taught: www.selftaughtmovie.com
Class Dismissed: classdismissedmovie.com

Home Education UK facebook group: www.facebook.com/groups/Homeeducationuk
BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS

I would start with the books in bold for a solid
understanding of history, schools, and home education.
General History, Philosophy, Psychology of Education:
Why are You Still Sending your Kids to School? by Blake
Boles
Dumbing us Down by John Taylor Gatto
Punished by Rewards by Alfie Khon
Free to Learn by Peter Gray
Essential Questions by Jay McTighe
Rethinking School by Susan Wise Bauer
Creative Schools by Sir Ken Robinson
Most Likely to Succeed by Tony Wagner and Ted Dintersmith
Pedagogy of the Oppressed by Paulo Freire
Deschooling Society by Ivan Illich
Teens:
A New U by Ryan Craig
College Admissions for the 21st Century by Robert J. Sternberg
College Unbound by Jeffrey J. Selingo
Unschooling to University by Judy Arnall
Homeschooled Teens by Sue Patterson
Learning is Natural School is Optional by Ken Danford
Teenage Liberation Handbook by Grace Llewyn
The Teenage Brain by Frances E. Jensen
Age of Opportunity by Laurence Steinberg
Inventing Ourselves by Sarah-Jayne Blakemore

Effects of Standardization and testing:
Punished by Rewards by Alfie Khon
The Homework Myth by Alfie Khon
Over-Tested and Under-Prepared by Bob Sornson
The Testing Charade by Daniel Koretz
The Test by Anya Kamenetz

Self-Directed Learning/Unschooling:
Passion-Driven Education by Connor Boyack
Raising Free People by Akilah S. Richards
Changing Our Minds by Naomi Fisher
Unschool Yourself First by Mark Beaumont
What is Unschooling? by Pam Laricchia
The Art of Self-Directed Learning by Blake Boles
Raising Free People by Akilah S. Richards
Free-Range Kids by Lenore Skenazy
Unschooling Rules by Clark Aldrich
Unschooled by Kerry McDonald
Learning to Choose, Choosing to Learn by Mike Anderson
Learner Centered Innovation by Katie Martin
School's Over by Jerry Mintz
The Unschooling Handbook by Mary Griffith
Project-Based Homeschooling by Lori Pickert
Free to Learn by Pam Laricchia
Unschooling to University by Judy Arnall
The Importance of Play:
It's Ok Not to Share by Heather Shumaker
It's Ok to Go UP the Slide by Heather Shumaker
The Backyard Play Revolution by Jason R Sperling
Mud Kitchen in a Day by Jason R Sperling
Unplugged by Jason R Sperling
LIsa Murphy on Play by Lisa Murphy
Play by Stuart Brown
Uniqueness of each child:
Dark Horse by Todd Rose
Square Peg by Todd Rose
End of Average by Todd Rose
Uniquely Human by Barry M. Prizant
Differently Wired by Deborah Reber
Importance of Reading Aloud:
The Read-Aloud Family by Sarah MacKenzie
The Enchanted Hour by Meghan Cox Gurdon
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SEND A DE-REGISTRATION LETTER TO YOUR CHILD'S SCHOOL

This template was taken from www.home-education.org.uk and is specific to
England.
YourAddress
Head teacher's Name
School name
Schools address
The Date
Re: Full name of child

d.o.b. Date of birth

Dear Head's name,
I am writing to inform you that my son/daughter Child(rens) Name(s) is receiving an
education at home, otherwise than at school in accordance with Section 7 of the
Education Act 1996.
Therefore, please remove his/her/their name(s) from the school register as from the
date you wish to leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil Registration)
Regulation 2016 section 8(1)(d) for mainstream schools.
Please confirm in writing that my child(ren) has/have been removed from the school
register. I wish all future communications to be in writing to my address (See above).
Yours sincerely,
sign here
Your Name
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SEND A DE-REGISTRATION LETTER TO YOUR CHILD'S SCHOOL

If you want to add more personalized details, just remember to include all of the essential
information contained in the previous letter. Again, specific to England.

YourAddress
Head teacher's Name
School name
Schools address
The Date
Re: De-registration of <Full name of child>

d.o.b. Date of birth

Dear Head's name,
I am writing to inform you that my son/daughter <Child(rens) Name(s)> is receiving an education at
home, otherwise than at school in accordance with Section 7 of the Education Act 1996.
We wish to de-register <child's name> at the end of this term. Therefore, please remove his/her/their
name(s) from the school register as from <the date you wish to leave> in accordance with the
Education (Pupil Registration) Regulation 2016 section 8(1)(d) for mainstream schools.
We have always given <child's name> the choice of whether to continue at school or join <siblings>
with home schooling and we had been expecting her to continue until the end of year 4. Throughout
this term though, she has been thinking about it a lot and has come to a very strong decision that she
wants to start home schooling this summer.
I understand this will come as rather a shock. The decision is entirely due to our lifestyle and
absolutely nothing to do with our experience of school which has been wonderful throughout her time
there. No other school could come closer to our concept of an ideal school than <School's name> and
I don't think anyone could find more caring teachers and staff than those at <child's name> school.
To anyone asking about schools for their children, I continue to enthusiastically recommend <school
name> as a school that will always put the children's interests first and provide rich well rounded
experiences.
Please confirm in writing that my child(ren) has/have been removed from the school register. I wish all
future communications to be in writing to my address (See above).
Yours sincerely,
sign here
Your Name
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WRITE OUT YOUR PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION
AND HOW YOU PLAN TO IMPLEMENT IT.

It's helpful (but not necessary) to create a foundation for your home education journey by writing out what
you believe to be true about what education is for and how children (specifically your children) learn best. I've
had countless conversations with others as to why we home educate and I can always come back to those
foundational principles. Since I am always learning new things about how children learn I continue to revisit
what I've written and tweak it as necessary. Having a written philosophy/mission/vision may also help
demonstrate to the local authority (LA) that you have not taken this decision lightly, but it has been thoughtfully
considered.

A useful article on why creating educational philosophy is important:
https://www.educationotherwise.org/images/downloads/infosheets/Educational-PhilosophiesEngland-and-Wales.pdf
Article on how to create your educational "why":
https://ourthrivinghive.com/2018/09/11/why-do-i-home-educate/
Article on considering what education is for:
https://ourthrivinghive.com/2019/02/24/what-is-education-for/
Article on thinking about what kids "should" learn:
https://ourthrivinghive.com/2018/11/13/why-do-i-have-to-learn-this-4-authors-to-readbefore-your-child-enters-kindergarten/

"People should be free
to find or make for
themselves the kinds
of educational
experience they want
their children to have."
-John Holt
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THE BURTON FAMILY'S PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION

This is a copy of our philosophy/mission of education that we sent to our LA as well as some
objectives within that philosophy. I intentionally wrote it in a very objective-based, lessonplan-type feel but the content is far from any lesson plan I ever wrote in the classroom! If
you are willing to share, I'd love to hear what you come up with!
Mission and Vision for Home Education
We believe that all children have been created in the image of God for a unique purpose and have been
designed with unique talents and passions to fulfill that purpose. We believe that children are naturally curious
and it is our role as educators to feed that curiosity. We believe that children are most motivated to learn when
they have as much autonomy over their learning as possible. We will strive to develop critical and curious
thinkers, effective communicators, diligent workers, and instill a sense of wonder by providing unique and reallife learning experiences where our children can flourish in their God-given talents and gifts. Ultimately, we hope
to raise adults who are both privately happy and publicly responsible.
Develop critical thinkers:
- Children will be able to respond orally and in writing to the literature they are reading.
- Children will participate in discussions based on themes in read-alouds.
- Children will be able to demonstrate an understanding of the math skills needed for their post-grad pursuits.
- Children will be able to demonstrate an understanding of science concepts needed for their post-grad
pursuits.
- Children will be able to think critically about how their bodies work and how to best steward their bodies with
regards to fitness and nutrition.
- Children will be able to think critically about the person that God is making them to be and, with a parent,
mentor, etc. seek out opportunities to further explore those talents.
- Children will be able to think critically about finances and how to wisely steward the resources they have
(giving, saving, investing, spending).
- Children will be able to think critically about online media (how to distinguish fact from fiction) and social
media (it’s uses as a tool as well as its pitfalls) and create healthy boundaries in order to best steward their time,
relationships, and emotional well-being.
- Children will be able to think critically about what makes a thriving home including aspects of community,
hospitality, minimalism, and sustainability.
- Children will be able to think critically and biblically about current social and cultural issues.
- Children will be able to examine social injustices in their communities and in the world, and
respond to them in bold and creative ways.
- Children will be able to read, examine and apply scripture to their lives.
- Children will be able to recognize a true Christ follower.
Develop curious thinkers:
- Children will be able to develop driving questions about topics that pique their interest and given ample time
to dig deeply into and find answers to those questions. (Project Based Learning)
- Children will be able to present the findings of their research in the form of a project using various platforms
(technology, fine arts, speech, etc.)
- Children will be able to use platforms such as Skillshare, Coursera, Udemy, etc. to learn about various topics
of interest, and develop their talents/skills.
- Children will be given frequent and extended free-play time to allow for imaginative play.
- Children will be given opportunities to teach others about their various interests.
- Children will identify potential careers, business opportunities, and/or future fields of study in which to use
and further develop their God-given passion.
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THE BURTON FAMILY'S MISSION/VISION, CONT.

"The way kids learn to make good decisions
is by making decisions, not by following
directions.”-Alfie Khon
Develop effective communicators:
- Children will be able to recognize the elements of a story in literature.
- Children will be able to tell and write a “good” story, both fiction and non-fiction.
• Speeches- Persuasive storytelling
• Retelling, and inventing stories that entertain.
• Journalism- stories that inform
• Telling/writing our own story and life stories of others (biographies)
- Children will be able to have a basic conversation in at least one other language
- Children will be encouraged to speak out boldly against injustice in their communities, and in the world.
- Children will be given the opportunity to perform/communicate in front of audiences through:
• Music, Poetry nights, TED evenings, Kids Business Fair, etc.
- Children will have the opportunity to interact with others from various backgrounds, ethnicities, religions,
learning needs, ages, etc. in various social situations:
• Classes, sports teams, home-ed. meetups, field trips, service projects, neighborhood, etc.
Develop diligent workers:
-

Children will be able to routinely complete household chores.
Children will learn the blessing of doing more than what is expected.
Children will be able to recognize a need and fill that need without being asked.
Children will be able to complete daily assignments with excellence.
Children will learn the blessing of helping/serving others.
Children will practice learning a musical instrument.

Instill a sense of wonder:
- Regular visits to various museums, factories, businesses to observe the beautiful, the intriguing, inspiring,
etc.
- Lots of opportunity for free play and creating:
- Loose parts available for imaginative play- indoors and out
- Art studio: Painting, drawing
- Clay/dough
- Cooking/baking
- Photography/Photoshop/Procreate
- Regular and frequent outdoor time in various settings to experience the beauty and wonder of the natural
world.
- Regular trips with family and friends to get away from the noise of the city.
- Regular meet-up with all types of people from diverse backgrounds.
- Regular study of God’s word together to learn of his character, his story and our place in his story.
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SAMPLES TO SUBMIT TO LOCAL AUTHORITY

This is a letter/email that a friend of mine took the initiative to send to the Council. Quoting from the law
and/or ideas from the books, journals, articles you have read will support the fact that you have done your
research and have your child's best interest at heart. I like how my friend touched on how she is supporting all
aspects of her child's well-being (physical, emotional, social, mental (educational).

Dear_________________,
Thank you for your leaflet, Elective Educational Information for parents and carers.
I visit Ealing's and related national websites regularly to make sure that I am aware of my rights and responsibilities.
Our decision to home education our son, <child's name>, was followed by a long research of private, state and
independent schools in the area but also learning about newest scientific findings, regarding early school enrollment
and how it might affect young people or in fact, be damaging.
I couldn't agree more as school starting age here in the UK is one of the earliest in Europe, however the long term
effect of this is not that promising with regards to mental health and academic achievement compared to other
countries where formal education begins much later.
Taking everything all into account, We have made an informed decision, in our son's best interest, to take full
responsibility and provide full time efficient education suitable for his age, abilities and aptitude as per Section 7 of the
Education Act 1996.
One-to-one approach and support from our neighbours, family, local and national home educating groups has been
very successful. We can all see very positive changes in our oldest child throughout the years, not only from the
curriculum side but also emotionally; he is strong, independent, outspoken, with extreme passion for learning.
Our financial status enables us to provide all additional experiences including trips to theatres, workshops,
educational outings, memberships to parks, holidays, museums, but also by supporting charities like National and
Woodland Trust, Heritage, Kew Gardens, Wetlands, RSPB and so on, we get the experience of wildlife and educational
material which is extremely valuable to us.
We attend study groups (one run by myself on Tuesdays) and forest school every week and are members of Park Club
Gym, where our son has learnt how to swim in just a week and now is a confident swimmer.
We use internet resources such as Twinkl (premium account), Reading Eggs, Teach My Monster To Read and versus
different websites to follow national curriculum. We purchase handwriting illustrated acclivity practice materials and
borrow books to read from our local library regularly.
We also have private medical care and household help to make sure that our kids have the best attention they need
every day.
Could you please forward this message to Your Qualified Local Authority Representative as I do NOT require any visits
nor assistance/help at this stage, however if the need arises in the future, I will contact you personally.
Thank you
I am enclosing few pictures to support my letter (please see below)

Kind Regards
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SAMPLES TO SUBMIT TO LOCAL AUTHORITY

In addition to a letter, and my philosophy of education, I sent a copy of what our weekly schedule
typically looks like. You could also send a link to your homeschool Facebook page if you create one.

Daily Routine:
Mornings:
Breakfast and chores
Core Subjects: Reading, Writing, Maths, Spanish, Music (piano or violin)
Self-Directed studies: Each child has chosen subjects of interest to them and has set a goal for themselves
within that subject. (i.e. Bryce, 10, is taking an online Photoshop class on Udemy and has set a goal to
complete 20 lessons in 20 days. Johanna, 13, enrolled in a History course on Coursera and has kept up
with the schedule set in the course.)
Afternoons:
Free-Play, Self-Directed Studies, Field Trips and Meet-ups (see below)
Evenings:
Extracurricular- Children are involved in activities such as basketball, tennis, dance, and drama
Family time: Games, Read-Aloud

Weekly Meet-ups:
National Trust House and Gardens
Community Centre
1st Monday of each month I host a story-time at our home for ages 4-6 and their siblings
Youth Group at Church

Field Trips: (over the last 6 months or so):
Sorolla at The National Gallery June 2019
Photographer of the Year at Museum of Natural History June 2019
"Feel the Force" show at The Science Museum, June 2019
Writing: Making your Mark, British Library, June 2019
Hampton Court Palace, June 2019
Edvard Munch, British Museum, July 2019
Manga, British Museum, July 2019
Van Gogh exhibition at Tate Britain, July 2019
Apollo 11 IMAX movie, Sept 2019
Leonardo Da Vinci at British Library Sept. 2019
Leonardo Da Vinci at Queen’s Gallery, Buckingham Palace Sept 2019
FOOD exhibition at V&A October 2019
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